Yet another significant aspect of this divya desam is that
this is the place where Sri Desikar wrote his book "Dohalisa
Stuti". The idol of Durga inside a vaishnavite temple is also a
rather unusual phenomenon. It is believed that Durga came
all the way from Vindhya mountains to this place in order to
safeguard and protect Perumal. She is believed to be a great
giver of boons. Thirumangai Alwar in his pasuram refers to
Durga and says

Even today as soon as neivedhyam and aradhana is per-
formed to the Perumal and Thayar, it is done to Durga.

Moolavar in this place is Thrivikrama. He is seen in a
pose with the right leg lifted high as if it has measured the
entire heavens. He is seen facing east. The Utsavar is known
as Ayanar as also Gopala. The Thayar is known as Poongovai
Nachiyar. There are several fheerthams in this place.The im-
portant ones being Pennai river, Krishna Theertham and Chakra
Theertham. The vimanam is Srikara vimanam. God appeared
to Balichakravarthi, Mirukandu Rishi, Brahma, Sounaka Rishi,
Kasyapa Rishi, Kalava Rishi, Kusadwaja King and to the first
three Alwars.

The story of Thrivikrama is too well known to bear detailed
repetition. However, suffice it to say that Bali Chakravarthi
who was known for his generosity was troubling the Devas.
The Devas approafched Vishnu for help. Vishnu decided to
tackle tlus generous asura viz. Bali by exploiting his weak
point viz. generosity. Vishnu therefore came to this world as
the son of Kasyapa rishi and his wife Athithi. He took on the
form of a Vamana Murthi. In course of time, this brahmachari
went to Bali Chakravarthi and asked for gift of the land which
could be covered by his three steps. Bali Chakravarthi agreed.
The Vamanan then assumed the Viswaroopa and covered the
entire earth with one step, the Heavens with the second step
and at the request of Bali put the third step on the head of Bali
and pushed him into Pathala. It is said that this Thrivikrama
avataram of Lord was at Thirukoilur.